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Gettysburg Address is a speaking that was given by US President known as Abraham Lincoln. Abraham Lincoln gave the speech in the American Civil War at the devotion of the warriors’ Nationwide Graveyard in a place known as Gettysburg. The reason why Lincoln’s gave the speech was to urge every person to give honor to those who had died at Gettysburg. The people were to honor the dead by striving to maintain the kind of nation imagined by the founders of America. Lincoln accentuated that the civil war wasn’t just a fight to preserve the Union, instead, it was aimed at bringing equality to every citizen.  Lincoln gave his speech in the month of November 19, 1863. Lincoln speech is said to be one of the shortest but greatest powerful speeches in the history of America.
Abraham Lincoln gave a 272-word speech. Lincoln was calm, very dedicated and he used strong words as he delivered his speech to the people at Gettysburg (Conant, et al, 2015).  He gave a proposal that all men and women are equivalent. Lincoln said, “Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, on this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal”. Lincoln was trying to convince people that all human beings were created equivalent and they should always fight for equality among people.  Lincoln spoke to the people in a way that almost demanded them to keep on the fight to bring to an end peoples slavery since it was inhuman.
As Lincoln was delivering his speech he used very powerful techniques which included very powerful words, the alliteration of words and also the use of metaphors.  In his speech, Abraham Lincoln used words such as “consecrate”.  To consecrate a place means to make a certain place holy. It can also mean to dedicate a place to a higher purpose. In Lincoln’s speech to the people, he told them that the people can’t declare the ground a holy place.  Lincoln said, “The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract”. So it was the liability of living people to maintain and not forget what the dead fought for and also to be very much devoted to finishing the work the dead left behind.
Moreover as Lincoln was addressing the people at the Gettysburg, he used the word “Hallow”. Hallowed ground refers to holy grounds it can also mean sacred grounds. For instance, churches stand on hallowed grounds (Casey, et al, 2016). Lincoln told the people that they cannot hallow the grounds because the brave men had already done it. Lincoln delivered a very short speech at Gettysburg despite the fact that he had all the time to prepare for a long speech. Abraham Lincoln was addressing the people about how the brave men sacrificed to fight for their nation in order for the people to enjoy the new birth of their nation. Through his address, Lincoln wanted to reunify the people of the country. In other words Lincoln wanted the American people to unite in the new birth of their nation.
As Lincoln was delivering the speech to the people he used Rhetorical devices which helped him to draw the full attention of the audience.  Lincoln wanted the people to join Him in promoting equality among people since all men are equal and thus no one should be discriminated or enslaved. From my personal point of view, there is a correlation between Lincoln address and Douglass work since they were all against slavery. Fredrick Douglas main purpose of his narrative was to persuade readers to abolish slavery. Enslaved people did a lot of work. Douglas wrote the narrative after escaping slavery and he said that they worked past “the point of endurance”.



Reference
Casey, Z. A. (2016). The Gettysburg Address in English class: An ‘exemplar’ of Common Core’s attack on diverse learners. Journal of Curriculum Theorizing, 31(1).
Conant, S. (Ed.). (2015). The Gettysburg Address: Perspectives on Lincoln's Greatest Speech. Oxford University Press, USA.
Heger, D., Herff, C., Pesters, A. D., Telaar, D., Brunner, P., Schalk, G., & Schultz, T. (2015). Continuous speech recognition from ECOG. In Sixteenth Annual Conference of the International Speech Communication Association.




